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A b s t r a c t : Some notes on the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f Ll thophane laoidea (Hübner, / 1803-1808 / ) 
i n the Alps and a c u r i o u s Alpine spec imen of Autophi la l igaminosa amianta Schawerda, 
1919 (Lepidoptera : Noctuidae) , - New and i n t e r e s t i ng d i s t r i b u t i o n data of Llthophane l a  
pidea Hübner and Autophi la l igaminosa amianta Schawerda f r o m the A l p s . 

D u r i n g r e v i s i o n a l w o r k on the r ea r r anged Noctuidae c o l l e c t i o n of the T i r o l e r Landesmuseum 
Ferdinandeum Innsbruck new data on the d i s t r i b u t i o n of Li thophane lapidea Hübner and a cu r ious A l 
pine specimen of Autophi la l igaminosa amianta Schawerda w e r e found. 

The c lose ly re la ted Cupressus-feeding t w i n species Lithophane (Pro l i tha ) lapidea Hübner and 
Lithophane (Pro l i tha ) l e a u t i e r i (Boisduval , 1829) were s tudied by BOURSIN (1957, 1971). He r e c o g n 
ized these two taxa as d i f fe ren t species, descr ibed severa l subspecies and f igures a l l known taxa . 
He cons idered lapidea and l e a u t i e r i as a v i c a r i a n t spec i e s -pa i r but w i t h the note o f a " s u r p r i s i n g 
occu r rence" o f lapidea at Genova (BOURSIN, 1971; B E R I O , 1985) . Unfor tunate ly some l a t e r authors 
over looked o r d id not believe i n th is fact . The re fo re lapidea i s not mentioned i n the newer F rench 
check l i s t s (DUFAY, 1975; L E R A U T , 1980) as th i s species has never been ment ioned f r o m France a l 
though the p o s s i b i l i t y o f a sympa t r i c occur rence i n L i g u r i a and the French R i v i e r a could have been 
poss ib l e . 

The male gen i t a l i a o f lapidea and l e a u t i e r i exhib i t some good and constant ly d i f ferent c h a r a c t e r s , 
f . I . the shape of the uncus, the fu l tura i n f e r i o r , the cucu l lu s (see BERIO, 1985: 821 , f i g . 301 for l a 
pidea and idem: 824, f i g . 302 for l e au t i e r i ) and the quite d i f f e ren t aedeagus. 

T o get an idea on the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f lapidea we w i l l have to check the avai lable m a t e r i a l of 
l e a u t i e r i espec ia l ly I n the southern pa r t s of the A lps , F rance and Spain. A c c o r d i n g to BERIO, l a p i  
dea i s d i s t r i bu t ed i n I t a l y , the Balkans, A s i a M i n o r and T u r k e s t a n . In Southern France and L i g u r i a  
lapidea and l e au t i e r i seem to be s y m p a t r i c . 

Examined m a t e r i a l o f lapidea: 1 d*, " G a l l i a m e r . , 1 1 . 1 0 . " , c o l l . T i r o l e r Landesmuseum F e r 
dinandeum Innsbruck, Slide N o . N 983 D O B L E R ; 2 tíV, 2 2 ? , " G a l l i a m . " , c o l l . E . F R I V A L D S Z K Y 
i n c o l l . Hungar ian N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Museum, Budapest, Slide N o . 1364 R O N K A Y . 

Autoph i l a l i g a m i n o s a (Eversmann, 1843) i s one of the m o s t widespread species o f the genus. 
I ts range extends f r o m the A d r i a t i c coast to Afghanis tan. T h e wes te rnmost subspecies amianta Scha
werda , 1919 occurs i n D a l m a t i a . T h i s race has a ve ry c h a r a c t e r i s t i c co lou ra t ion : a l i g h t ochreous 
brown i n pas te l shade w i t h ve ry fine p inky sh ine . The spec imens are r e l a t i v e l y l a rge and resemble 
somehow pale fo rms o f Autophi la anaphanes B o u r s i n , 1940. T h e subspecies amianta can be separated 
eas i ly f r o m other subspecies of l i gaminosa . 

S u r p r i s i n g l y , a t y p i c a l specimen of th is taxon was co l l ec t ed by K I T T i n Seefeld i n N o r t h e r n 
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T y r o l (Aus t r i a ) ( c o l l . T i r o l e r Landesmuseum Ferd inandeum, Innsbruck) . As the l abe l l ing o f the m e n 
tioned c o l l e c t o r proved to be c o r r e c t we have no doubt that this specimen was r e a l l y co l l ec t ed i n 
Seefeld. It i s d i f f i c u l t to decide how this specimen could have come to that l o c a l i t y . Au toph i l a spec
ies use to res t i n caves, holes and bu i ld ings . T h e r e f o r e i t seems poss ib le that this spec imen was 
t ranspor ted by t r a i n or t r u c k wh ich was used as a r e s t i n g place f rom Da lma t i a to T y r o l . T h e r e i s 
no doubt that l igaminosa does not occur i n T y r o l and that th is specimen i s i n t roduced . Ano the r pos 
s i b i l i t y could be wind t r anspor t a t ion by a heavy s t o r m f r o m the Southeast. The authors in tend m o r e 
to the f i r s t v e r s i o n as a possible explanat ion . 

Never the less , th is i s the f i r s t specimen f r o m Cen t r a l Europe and A u s t r i a . 
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